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Information Sheet 
 

Changing our Suburb name 
from North Coogee to South Beach and Port Coogee 

 
 
The South Beach Community Group and 
Port Coogee Community Association are 
working together on a proposal to rename 
the suburb of “North Coogee”. This will lead 
to the creation of two new suburbs called 
“South Beach” to the north and “Port 
Coogee” to the south. 
 
What does it take to change the name? 
 
• A Petition must be initiated and signatures 

collected from within the community. The 
South Beach Community Group and the Port 
Coogee Community Group have jointly 
initiated this petition. 
 

• A significant majority of our community must 
support and sign the Petition. 90% is 
considered a strong representation. 

 
• Gaining City of Cockburn support. SBCG and 

PCCA are working closely with the City and 
will present the Petition to the City along with a 
written submission outlining the case. The City 
will check all signatures and contact those 
people missing from our submission. 

 
• Council Members of The City of Cockburn will 

vote on the submission at an Ordinary Council 
Meeting. 

 
• The City of Cockburn will then present the 

case to the Geographical Names Committee 
(GNC). The GNC, based at Landgate, has the 
responsibility of collecting, approving and 
registering place names in Western Australia. 
The GNC will make the final decision. To read 
about the GNC’s policy for approval go to –  
 
https://www0.landgate.wa.gov.au/maps-and-
imagery/wa-geographic-names/geographic-
names-committee 
 
 

Why change the name “North Coogee”? 
Community feedback has consistently 
demonstrated problems with way-finding and a 
lack of geographical or historical identity with the 
existing locality name of “North Coogee”. The 
names “South Beach” and “Port Coogee” are in 
common use and have been used for many years 
to describe the location of two distinct coastal 
communities. These communities are physically 
divided by the CY O’Connor Reserve, the 
Cockburn Coast Oval and the Power Station 
Precinct and will remain so into the future.  
 
Residents and businesses in the “South Beach” 
area identify strongly with historic South Beach, 
which geographically defines the entire western 
border of the area. The beachfront within City of 
Cockburn is a heritage listed site named “South 
Beach” (Category 1 = Exceptional Significance). 
This and other heritage sites honour the extensive 
industrial, military and horse training history of the 
area. The CY O’Connor Statue and Seven Riders 
Memorial further commemorate horse training 
which continues on South Beach Horse Exercise 
Area to this day. The similarity between “Port 
Coogee” and “North Coogee” causes confusion 
for South Beach residents, visitors and 
businesses. 
 
Residents and businesses in the “Port Coogee” 
area identify strongly with the Port Coogee Marina 
and the Coogee Maritime Trail. The Port Coogee 
Marina is geographically significant and is a public 
port of call for the Water Police, Sea Rescue and 
Fisheries Department. It is named “Port Coogee” 
on national maritime maps in use today. Sitting 
adjacent to the historic Owen and Beagle 
Anchorages, historical documents refer to the 
area as a “port” and there are many protected 
shipwreck sites lying off the shores. Many local 
businesses find it easier to define their location as 
“Port Coogee” to avoid confusion with North 
Coogee South Beach area.
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Where would the new boundary be located? 
The present suburb of North Coogee would be 
divided at McTaggart Cove between the Power 
Station and CY O’Connor Reserve (see map). 
This proposed boundary is supported by both 
community associations. Both new suburbs 
would remain in the City of Cockburn. 

Where can I return the signed Petition? 
There are plenty of options for returning the 
Petition locally. They are outlined on the back of 
the Petition itself. In addition, any committee 
member would be happy to discuss the Petition 
with you. You may scan and return your Petition 
by email. Please make sure it is legible. 
Collection boxes are at - 

Port Coogee 
- Blooms The Chemist 
- The Australian Brewhouse  

South Beach 
- Bistro 21 
- 6 Rosemary Link 

Who can sign the Petition? 
1. If you own property in North Coogee as a

rate payer you can sign even if you are
living in a different suburb at the moment.

2. If you are a resident, either an owner or
renting, and are on the electoral role for
North Coogee you can sign.

3. More than one person in a household
can sign the Petition and we encourage
everyone to participate and sign.

Will local businesses have a say? 
The support of local businesses is very 
important. Many of our local shops, restaurants 
and cafes experience the confusion in the 
addresses very keenly so we are expecting 
strong support. We will be collecting letters in 
support from our local businesses and will 
present these in our final submission to the City 
of Cockburn. 

Will the change affect the Postcode? 
No, the Post Code Areas (POA) are defined by 
the Australian Bureau of Statistics based on 
population and managed by Australia Post. We 
appreciate many Port Coogee residents have 
problems with their Post Code area being 
attached to Hamilton Hill rather than Coogee. 
Any representation to change this should wait 
until after the proposed renaming is finalized and 
all parties consulted. 

What if I disagree? 
We hope that won’t be the case but by not 
signing the Petition you will be counted as not 
supporting the proposal. We would be happy to 
receive any feedback to help understand any 
concern you may have. Participation is purely 
optional. 

What can I do to help? 
First and foremost, sign the Petition and return it 
as soon as possible. Talk to your neighbours and 
friends and encourage them to sign. 

Both community associations will hold events 
and provide information through mail drops, 
online information and door-knocks to publicise 
the name change and collect Petitions. We 
would be delighted to see everyone getting 
involved. If you can help or want to give 
feedback, please email us 

southbeachcommunity@hotmail.com 

petition@portcoogeeca@gmail.com 
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The case for renaming South Beach and Shoreline Estates to "South Beach”  
 
“South Beach" more accurately describes where our residents live, work, play and meet  

• Our community survey found that the name "North Coogee" creates confusion for residents, 
businesses and visitors to our area, being the single most important reason justifying a name 
change. 
 

• The name “South Beach” is already in common use within our community and beyond.  
 

• The unique coastal lifestyle of South Beach is key to the identity and lifestyle of our 
community  
 

• Historically, our area has been known as "South Beach" since the early 1800’s, with “North 
Coogee” being only recently been applied (2005). 
 

• The beach immediately adjacent to our community is a Category 1 listed (=exceptional 
significance) heritage site officially named "South Beach”, representing the highest grade of 
heritage listing for City of Cockburn historical sites.  
 

• Historical South Beach is also known as “South Beach Horse Exercise Area”, honouring the 
first horse race in WA (1833), the extensive history of horse training, CY O’Connor’s death 
and its continued use by the horse-riding community to this day.  
 

• The beautiful coastline of South Beach is the most dominant geographical feature in our area, 
defining the entire eastern border of our area. 
 

• The Coogee lake, from which the name “North Coogee” is derived, lies over 4.5km away from 
the nearest point in our area (McTaggart Cove). 
 

• The portion of South Beach adjacent to our community is longer and holds a higher 
significance of heritage listing than the portion within South Fremantle (Level 2 as per City of 
Fremantle).  
 

• The “South Beach Battery (Remains)” is another heritage listed site that directly overlooks the 
South Beach and Shoreline Estates.  
 

• CY O’Connor Beach was originally known as “South Beach” as described as such in the CY 
O’Connor Statue heritage listing. 
 

• Similarity between the names "North Coogee" and "Port Coogee" exacerbates confusion 
about the actual location of the South Beach and Shoreline Estates. 
 

• The Perth metropolitan area already has suburbs named “North Beach” and City Beach”, 
therefore “South Beach” would be appropriate given our location relative to the city centre.  
 

• There are no other suburbs in Australia named “South Beach”.  
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The case for renaming Port Coogee and Power Station Precinct from 
North Coogee to Port Coogee 

 
The name “Port Coogee” is already in common use and reflects important maritime history.  

• The “Port Coogee” community is well established with a clearly defined boundary strongly 
separated from the Shoreline and South Beach Estates. 
 

• The public marina is geographically significant to all Western Australians. The Marina’s 
proposed expansion will likely solidify this identity further into the future. 
 

• The Port Coogee community have a strong sense of identity linked to their location 
represented by the marina and maritime history. 
 

• The Port Coogee area sits adjacent to the shores of Owen Anchorage, Beagle Anchorage 
and Cockburn Sound. This area was historically viewed as a “port related site” and used since 
European settlement as an “anchorage and landing place”. 
 

• Historical documents registering many of the shipwrecks in the area list the anchorage as the 
“port” they were originally entering or leaving. Three shipwrecks lie off the shores of Port 
Coogee and are protected under shipwreck legislation. 
 

• The only refuelling jetty between Fremantle and Rockingham is located in the Port Coogee 
Marina making it a significant port of call and important that it be noted on mapping. It is a 
public port of call used by maritime services including the Water Police, Sea Rescue and 
Fisheries Department. 
 

• National Maritime maps in use today identify the area as “Port Coogee”.  
 

• Residents find the North Coogee name confusing when dealing with tradesmen, emergency 
workers and visitors. It necessitates advising them the full address plus the rider “at Port 
Coogee”.Google maps, widely used for navigation, identifies the area as Port Coogee. 
 

• Businesses have found the  North Coogee name problematic and already use Port Coogee in 
their name or publicity material to clarify their location.  

 
• The award-winning Omeo Wreck and Maritime Dive Trail further strengthens the maritime 

identity. This is widely known to be “at Port Coogee”. 
 

• The Power Station precinct is closely connected to Port Coogee community by its proximity 
and its beach which is well used by Port Coogee residents. 
 

• The Cockburn Coast Master Plan identifies future development of the Power Station precinct 
commencing from the South contiguous with Port Coogee. This development will remain 
separated from the northern residential area CY O’Connor reserve and the Cockburn Coast 
Oval. It is better aligned with Port Coogee creating an area and future population of sufficient 
size to be a considered a suburb in its own right under the GNC policy guidelines. 
 

• There is no other suburb in Australia named Port Coogee. It is unique. 


